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Poetry Prescription
Questionnaire

Which of the following best describes your situation?

I’ve been writing for years, for personal pleasure only



yes / no

I’m new to writing poetry and want to experiment



yes / no

I write regularly and want to develop my reputation



yes / no

Who are you most interested in being read by?

Number the following in order of importance

My close friends







----

Local poets whose opinion I respect





----

An audience knowledgeable about contemporary poetry


----

As many as possible






----

Poetry editors







----

Other (please specify)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Which of the following might you hope to achieve in the coming year?

Publication in a local newsletter





yes / no

Publication in an established poetry magazine



yes / no

Self-publish a collection






yes / no

Publish a collection with a national publisher




yes / no

Win a national competition






yes / no

Perform poetry to an audience





yes / no

Perform poetry at venues around the country




yes / no

Simply write better poetry than previously




yes / no

Other (please specify)








………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are there particular themes you feel you explore in what you write? If so, what are they?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How would you describe your writing habits? For instance, do you write daily or in bursts? Do you research your poems? Do you redraft them?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What habit would you like to break in your style of writing?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

What element of your writing satisfies you the most?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What are your ideal conditions in which to write?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Who are your favourite poets, past and present?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Which of the following statements describe your approach to reading poetry?

“I have a few favourite poems/poets which I read and reread”


yes / no

“I mostly read poems by friends”





yes / no

“I buy books of contemporary poetry from time to time”


yes / no

“I try to keep abreast of what’s going on in contemporary poetry”

yes / no

“I’d like to read more poetry but don’t know where to start”


yes / no

How do you read poetry?  For instance, do you read a book of poems from cover to cover, or dip in and read what grabs you?  Do you largely read anthologies or single collections? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

This space is for you to provide any further details about yourself, your situation and ambitions, or to elaborate on your answers to the previous questions, if you wish to do so.  It would also be helpful if you could provide the reviewer with the ideas and inspiration for your enclosed poetry. (Continue on a separate sheet if necessary).

Poetry Prescription

To submit your work to Poetry Prescription
Fill in the application form below, and complete the questionnaire.  Your poems should total no more than 100 lines and be typed on one side of the page only, each page carrying your name and address.  Remember to keep copies of the work you are submitting.  Although every care is taken The Poetry Society cannot accept responsibility for lost submissions.  Please allow up to six weeks for return of your appraisal and information sheets.

Make your cheque or postal order payable to ‘The Poetry Society.’ Visa, Mastercard and Switch payments are acceptable.  We do not accept American Express.

Card Type: Visa /Mastercard/ Switch/Delta*

* Delete as applicable

Card number: (((((((((((((((((((
Expiry date……………………Issue number……………Security Code*……………….







* this can be found on the reverse of your card along the signature strip

Send a cheque/card details with your poems and completed questionnaire, to :  Poetry Prescription,  22 Betterton Street, London, WC2H 9BU.

Application form

All information given on this form and on the questionnaire will be treated with the strictest confidence.

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Postcode …………………… Daytime telephone …………………………………….

Titles of poems submitted ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I enclose my remittance of £40* ( or £50 (  Signature …………………………………………. Date……………………  

* Available only to members of The Poetry Society:   Membership number……………………………………………….

