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“Ink runs from the corners of my mouth.

There is no happiness like mine.

I have been eating poetry”
from Eating Poetry by Mark Strand

A feast of events to 

celebrate National Poetry Day 2004
The eleventh annual National Poetry Day takes place on Thursday 7 October and this year’s theme is Food.  Food is the stuff of life, and poetry about food abounds, describing flavours, appetite, conviviality, regional or traditional dishes and food as metaphor. This year’s theme for National Poetry Day invites new ways to appreciate the art form of poetry.  Why do particular flavours capture our imagination? Can great food be a recipe for great poetry? Can you sit down and feast on a poet’s work? 

To find out more, your first visit should be to the Poetry Society’s website – www.poetrysociety.org.uk/npd.  All events related to National Poetry Day should be registered on Poetry Landmarks of Britain, at www.poetrysociety.org.uk/landmark. 

Following is an overview of National Poetry Day events planned so far:  

National Poetry Day Residencies

The Poetry Society has arranged three National Poetry Day Poet Residencies to produce the perfect blend of poetry and food.

· Next Generation Poet Owen Sheers will team up with Heston Blumenthal, three-star Michelin owner of The Fat Duck in Berkshire, to disseminate pure words and ingredients. This residency will take place on the 22nd and 23rd September but both will be available around National Poetry Day to speak about their experience. 

· John Hegley will take up residency on a farm in association with FARMA, the National Farmers’ Retail & Markets Association.  FARMA are also supporting National Poetry Day in farmer’s markets and farm shops throughout the UK.

· East Coker is synonymous with T. S. Eliot and it is here that poet Gillian Clarke will become the National Poetry Day poet-in-resident at The Helyar Arms. The Helyar Arms is run by former Chief Executive of the Restaurant Association, Ian McKerracher, and his poetry writing wife Sue Meeson. 

(Cont…) 

Key events on and around National Poetry Day:
· Poetry Society National Poetry Day Event

The Poetry Society presents “The Magic Ingredient” – a reading with Jean Binta Breeze, Andrew Motion and Michael Rosen at the Magic Circle Theatre, Camden, London. Tickets are priced at £8/5 and are available from the Poetry Society at 0207 420 9895 or marketing@poetrysociety.org.uk.

· Apples and Snakes present Spaghetti Junction
A twilight event featuring 4 poets; Dele Fatunla, Rhian Edwards, Sonia Hughes and Jay Bernard, commissioned by Apples & Snakes to produce new work based upon this year’s National Poetry Day theme of food. Central to the work is the development of this commission through mentoring support from Choman Hardi, Joolz Denby, Michael Donaghy and Dorothea Smartt. The Poetry Café, 6pm, October 7th 2004 (invitation only)

· A Feast of Poetry

An event hosted by Julia Darling at The Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle upon Tyne on Thursday 7th October, at 7.30 pm, with a plethora of poets including Gillian Allnutt, Monica Cheale, Linda France, Cynthia Fuller and Peter Mortimer. For more information please see: www.litandphil.org.uk 

· Keats House National Poetry Day events

To celebrate the first anniversary of their award as National Poetry Landmark, Keats House is holding a series of activities which starts on 2nd October with a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and ends with a Poetry Trail where local celebrities and friends of Keats House will be on the Heath reciting poetry. You might hear Kenneth Grahame’s ‘Duck’s Ditty’ by the ponds or ‘Captain Webb’ by John Betjeman at the swimming pool. 

· Poetry Power Breakfast in the City 

Ian Duhig will be reading at the Poetry Power Breakfast at Bates Wells and Braithwaite in the City on 7th October, 8am.  The event is free but ticketed. For tickets and more information, please call 020 7939 9139.

Other activity on and around National Poetry Day: 
· Following on from the success of last year’s Patchwork Poem, visitors to the Poetry Society’s website this year can contribute to the Potluck Poem - go online at www.poetrysociety.org.uk to get involved. Poets in residence John Hegley and Gillian Clarke will compose their own version of a potluck poem using lines submitted by the end of September.

· The winners of the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2004  (aged 11-18) will be announced on National Poetry Day, in a free event MC’d by Michael Rosen.  Details from the Education Department at The Poetry Society on 020 7420 9892.

· The National Poetry Day 2004 Recipe Poem book, Poetry on a Plate, will feature mouth-watering recipes by chefs and food writers, including Delia Smith, Tony Singh, Frances Bissell, Heston Blumenthal, Mary Berry and Anton Edelmann,  combined with poems about food contributed by some of the UK’s most well-loved contemporary poets, including David Harsent, Matthew Sweeney, Ruth Fainlight, Henry Shukman, Selima Hill and Roger McGough.  Edited and produced by the Poetry Society, printed by Salt Publications, the book will be available from 30 September 2004 on Salt’s website www.saltpublishing.com.

· Publication of the Good Food Guide 2004 on 7th October 2004, will feature carefully chosen food poems by contemporary poets, selected by Jules Mann, Director of the Poetry Society. 

· National Poetry Day will see the publication of The Forward Book of Poetry, an anthology of poems from the short-listed Best Collection, Best First Collection and Single Poem categories of the Forward Prizes. Details from Sophie Rochester at Colman Getty PR on 020 7 631 2666 or sophie@colmangettypr.co.uk.

· The announcement of the Forward Prizes 2004, the UK’s premier poetry awards now in its thirteenth year. Winners will be announced at 6.30pm, 6th October of National Poetry Day at The Groucho Club, London. Details from Sophie Rochester at Colman Getty PR on 020 7 631 2666

Education and Schools

Education is one of the most important elements of National Poetry Day. Leaflets have been sent to every primary and secondary school in the country, offering a free education resource pack, introduced by Jean Sprackland, with suggestions for using poetry in the classroom. These will also be sent to major public libraries, writers in prison and writers in education groups. All resources may be ordered or downloaded from www.poetrysociety.org.uk.  

More weblinks: 

The Poetry Society’s Bookshelf of Food Poems

For a great browse, visit www.poetrysociety.org.uk/food to find poems about food - searchable by ingredient, author, or title. 

Manchester Libraries and North West Libraries

Time to Read: North West’s Regional Reader Development Partnership www.time-to-read.co.uk will be holding readings, events and library activities across the North West... (see Poetry Landmarks for details).  

Welsh Academi www.academi.org.uk is promoting Writers on Tour for NPD in Wales; launch of the John Tripp Award for Spoken Poetry; links to events and activities for NPD; news updates in A470, the bimonthly literary magazine.

Children’s Book Week www.booktrusted.co.uk This year's campaign will feature poetry books as part of Children's Book Week. 

Poetry Book Society  www.poetrybooks.org.uk Check their website in late September to purchase poetry collections listed on the Poetry Society’s Bookshelf of Food Poems. 

For further information on any of the events and activity for National Poetry Day 

please contact Sophie Rochester or Kate Wright-Morris

at Colman Getty PR, Middlesex House, 

34 – 42 Cleveland Street,

London W1T 4JE

Telephone: 020 7631 2666 Fax: 020 7631 2699

Email: sophie@colmangettypr.co.uk  or kate@colmangettypr.co.uk 
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