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Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy lends her support to the
initiative and says:

“The Poetry Society’s new Schools Network Education
Package is an excellent new, national initiative which will
have the passionate support of all of us who care about the
central position of poetry in education.”

This flagship residency is the first of a series of innovative
projects right across the UK, from Liverpool to Reading,
Newcastle to Tower Hamlets. The pupil workshops and teacher
training is also supported by colourful new classroom resources,
designed by the UK'’s top young illustrators.

The Poetry Society has been at the forefront of education since it was established in 1909. Its training programmes, teachers’
resources, publications and young people’s competitions, provide inspiration and support to teachers and their students. It
also runs the leading poetry prize for young writers, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award, which helps to identify the
leading poets of the future and nurture this talent through mentoring, school workshops and a week long writing course at a
prestigious Arvon centre for prize winners.

- ENDS -

To find out more and/or to interview Ross Sutherland please contact Lisa Roberts on 020 7420 9895, email:
marketing@poetrysociety.org.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS

« Ross Sutherland

Ross Sutherland was born in Edinburgh in 1979. He was included in The Times's list of ‘Top Ten Literary Stars’ of 2008. His debut poetry collection, Things To Do
Before You Leave Town, was published in 2009. Ross is also a member of the poetry collective Aisle16 alongside Luke Wright with whom he runs Homework, an
evening of literary miscellany in East London. His one-man poetry/comedy show, The Three Stigmata of Pacman had its debut at the Old Red Lion Theatre in
Islington in January 2010. In March this year Ross appeared on BBC Radio 3's The Verb with lan McMillan. www.rosssutherland.co.uk

« The Residency

The project in Lambeth commenced in April with poet Ross Sutherland in residence across five Lambeth primary Schools (Macaulay Primary School,
Heathbrook Primary School, Clapham Manor Primary School, Allen Edward Primary School and Lark Hall Primary school). The activity will culminate in a group
Celebration Event from 11am-3pm on 16th June at Heathbrook Primary, St. Rule Street, SW8 3EH. For press invites please email Iwood@poetrysociety.org.uk
or call 020 7420 9895.

« About The Schools Network Education Package

A recent Poetry Society-led consultation with UK primary and secondary schools revealed that almost half of their teachers lacked confidence in teaching
poetry and would welcome the opportunity to link with clusters of schools to share advice, training and resources to raise the bar for poetry teaching in their
school and area. In response the Poetry Society launched the Schools Network Education Package, enabling schools to team up and share a tailored range of
benefits between them, providing poet-led workshops, inset training sessions and a wide range of publications and resources. It gives poetry a strong
foothold within schools as well as developing local and regional poetry hotspots. The Package is being launched as part of the Poetry Society's drive to raise
the profile of poetry in the classroom, placing poets in universities to work with trainee teachers as well as in classrooms to work with qualified teachers. The
aim is to bring about a sea-change in the way that poetry is experienced by both young people and teachers.

* How To Get Involved

A Network can be anything from a whole Local Authority to smaller clusters such as Neighbourhood Learning Networks, School Collaboratives, Gifted and
Talented or Specialist Schools groups. The Poetry Society Education Team also provides advice and support in identifying and forging these networks with
other local schools. To find out more and sign up call the Education Team on 020 7420 9880 or go to our Education pages at www.poetrysociety.org.uk
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« The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is recognized as one of the UK's premier literary awards. Founded by the Poetry Society in 1998, the competition has
been supported by the Foyle Foundation since 2001 and is now firmly established as the key competition for young poets aged 11-17 years. This year's judges
are Jane Draycott and Luke Kennard. The deadline for entries is the 31st July 2010. There are 100 winners in total (15 Overall and 85 Commended), who will be
notified in September and invited to a prestigious awards ceremony in London in October. For more info go to www.foyleyoungpoets.org
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