Minutes of a Stanza Reps Meeting

held at the Feathers Hotel, Ledbury, Herefordshire on 8th July 2006 at 1p.m.

Those present:

Anne Stewart (Orpington and NW Kent); Isabel White (Chichester); Maureen Almond (Deputy - Teeside); Gill McEvoy (Cheshire); Paul Francis (Deputy - Ludlow); Richard Copeland (Stevenage); Helen Wood (Cornwall, Camelford); Maggie Sullivan (Deputy - SE London); Nicky Bennett-Willetts (Bath); Sarah Melendez (Bristol); Edmund Matyjaszek (IoW / MDC/ Trustee), Carl Dhiman (Membership Manager)

AGENDA  ITEMS;

1. Introduction ( & re-introduction) of Stanza Reps, and re-cap of December 5th 
CD welcomed those present to Ledbury Link Day and thanked them for making the effort to attend. All reps introduced themselves to the meeting.

Minutes of previous Stanza link day were distributed to reps.

1.1 Staff changes – Membership Manager

CD Announced that he would be leaving The Poetry Society on the 18th August, and reported that Paul McGrane had been appointed as his replacement and would be starting work on July 10th 2006.

2. 
Stanza count, new & old.

CD reported that at the time of the last reps meeting in December 2005 there were 26 Stanzas in total. That figure had risen to 36 to date. CD reported that 1 Rep had decided not to continue with their Stanza as the response from members had been poor.

3. 
Stanza Reports - what is going on in each stanza

Each Rep / Deputy was asked to briefly state what was happening at present in their Stanza. A summary of each follows:

Bath : A lot of groups in existence already and they are a bit protective. NBW has contacted a woman at Bath University with the view to a lunchtime session focussing on Poetry Translation /Foreign Language poetry – UniVerse. Stanza is planning an amalgamation with Bristol. Did try to get a stall at Bath Literature Festival (Fiona Sampson from Poetry Review was reading) but Festival Organiser said no. CD to send member list again.

Bristol:  Have had two events so far – 8 people attended the first and 2 came to the second. Holding a raffle to win a book at each meeting. CD to send member list again.

Ludlow:  Ludlow Poets meet once a month to read poetry. Recently had a visit from Border Poets who spent a Day in Ludlow and a day in Clun, and a day at John Harrisons house. (John Harrison is the Stanza Rep for Ludlow).  They have also had a research day with Roger Garfitt and held themed readings at Ludlow Poetry Cafe – the last one was “ Transformations”.

Cornwall (Camelford): Have not done anything as a PS Stanza as yet. Indian Kings Arts Centre has now closed, but workshops & readings are being planned to run in alternate months. A local newsgroup “Piccolina” has been established which allows Cornnwall based poets /groups to keep in touch with what is happening on the local poetry scene. Trereife House is now hosting a Poetry Festival once a year.  

S E London:  Stanza held a meeting in May to which 8 people came. Used the opportunity to indulge their love of poetry.  Planning their next meeting at the end of July to which members have been asked to bring poems by their favourite poet. The emphasis with this Stanza is to keep it as local as possible.

Chichester:  Have had two meetings so far.  Prior to the first meeting the local area was flyered and responses brought from existing groups. The Stanza meets once a month and is very democratic. All Stanza members love poetry and brought their favourite poem to the first meeting. Those in attendance were a diverse mix, with an age range of between 20-80, both male and female and both black and white.  The first meeting was attended by 25 people and the second by 9.

Cheshire:  Has had two responses from PS members so far. Is currently running two events monthly – a reading group and a writing group. Gill is preparing for a poetry breakfast at her home to which everyone brings a breakfast or morning poem – has had 8 responses to this so far. Piccolina e-news has generated interest in Cheshire and GM passes on items of interest.

IoW:  Holds an open mike once every two months. 2-3 people have joined up in the lst year. Circulates a newsletter – 80 people now asking to put items on the list. 1st meeting attracted 4 people, the 2nd meeting attracted 4 different) people. The members that attended just talked to one another at the first meeting and read poems by Billy Collins at the second. They have also made some forays into cross –stanza collaboration with Maggie Sawkins (from Portsmouth) reading at the Open Mic at Quay Arts. 

Orpington / NW Kent:  Has not had list of members from CD yet but plans to cover area just SE of the SE London Stanza. CD to send lsit of members to AS.

Hertfordshire:  Stanza has come together from a pre-formed group known as Poetry ID and is run by two poets. It is a forward looking group that is very successful and has invited poets such as Jackie Kay and Penelope Shuttle to read. Early days with regard to the Stanza and as yet they are not aware of any PS members who are participating in their activities. 

Question raised about whether a poetry group could affiliate to the Poetry Society as a Stanza. Would have to be costed out and structured. MDC to discuss at their next meeting.

Teeside:  The Stanza as it stands is just two poets at present and has not held a formal Stanza Meeting as yet. but there is a vibrant poetry scene on Teeside. Funding has been secured for Sams Place, a local venue and there are a number of small presses and venues in the area such as Mudfog, Smokestack and The White Room (Billingham) who film a featured poet and then sell it. ACNE have not helped as Hydogen Jukebox has lost in it’s funding and Colpitts Poetry is under threat.

4. Developments since December 2005

Stanza E-mail News is now being sent round to reps on a monthly basis. Could it possibly go on-line?

Cross-stanza contacts are being developed as minuted earlier

Membership details availability to Stanzas – EM confirmed that Data Protection Laws allow for members information to be shared within the organisation – so postal addresses for those members not on email can be sent round to Rep.

5. Membership Development Committee (MDC) report & Membership Marketing.

Minutes of the last meeting were istributed to all Reps. EM explained that meeting were now being scheduled to take place in towns/cities where there was a Stanza Rep as then the Rep can also feed into the MDC.

6. Centenary Committee - Members & Stanzas (Poetry Society is 100 in 2009!)

Stanza Reps were asked to think about ideas for their invlolvement in The Centenary celebrations in 2009. A National Tour of Poets was suggested. Stanza Reps to submit their ideas to Keith Bennett by end of month with ideas. (KB is also on Centenary Committee).

7. Stanzas, Members & Trustees – governance

EM explained to Reps that Council elections are due in November at the AGM and urged them to stand for the board as Membership Trustees. Nomination forms will be available soon from CD. 

8. AOB

All expense claims to be sent to CD as soon as possible so that expenses can be re-imbursed.

9.Date & Time & Place of next SLD

Next Link Day provisionally set for 1st week of December in Birmingham – venue to be arranged.

Next MDC meeting to be held in Brighton in September – venue to be arranged – possibly through Ros Barber (Brighton Stanza Rep).

Reps were encouraged to attend MDC if at all possible.

Meeting ended

